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Gardner Golf Course Closed for the Season

Due to colder temperatures, Gardner Golf Course closed for the season at the end of
play on Thursday, 11/10. Ellis and Twin Pines Golf Courses continue to operate as
long as weather permits.

 

 

Bever Park Tree Removals

Forestry crews removed completely dead trees in Bever Park this week. In addition, 5–
6 trees on the Bever Avenue parkway, between the park entrances, will be removed.
Beyond derecho damage, staff have been monitoring the trees’ roots following
reconstruction of Bever Avenue several years ago and noted severe root damage. The
trees have been failing for the past two years and showed a serious decline last
summer. Their removal is necessary before they become a safety risk.

 

 

Linn County Winter Overflow Shelter

The Linn County Winter Overflow Shelter plans to open on Tuesday, 11/15 due to
freezing overnight temperatures. The City and County have jointly funded the Winter
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Overflow Shelter since 2015. The temporary shelter is provided to ensure the health
and safety of individuals experiencing homelessness during the coldest months of the
year. The shelter’s new location this year is at 1017 12th Avenue SW, which was
recently rezoned for this use. Linn County contracted with Willis Dady Homeless
Services to provide staffing for the shelter. Weekly meetings are scheduled between
County, City, and Willis Dady staff to address any issues that arise and resources
available to shelter clients.

 

 

ReLeaf Plan Zoning Code Amendments

City staff will present three zoning code amendments to the Metro Developer’s
Council on 11/15. The changes come from recommendations in the ReLeaf Cedar
Rapids Plan, adopted by City Council in February. Amendments involve decreasing
space between street trees, increasing the percentage of pavement shading in parking
lots, and increasing requirements to mitigate impacts to tree canopy and removal of
individual trees. City staff will continue to work with the development community as
future zoning code changes are implemented. Staff will update the City Council
Development Committee before bringing final recommendations to City Council for
consideration.

 

 

Emergency Response Drill at Kirkwood Community College

On 11/15, CRPD and various local and regional law enforcement and public safety agencies
will conduct an active-threat exercise at the Kirkwood Community College campus. The
exercise will provide critical training to ensure effective and immediate steps are taken
in the event of a real-world threat of this nature. College leadership and other involved
entities are working closely together to present this important training, which will include a
visible emergency-response presence. Kirkwood students and staff received advanced
notice of the exercise. City communications staff will work with local media to
promote the benefits of the training opportunity. Traffic on Kirkwood Boulevard
should not be impacted by the activities; several roads on campus will be restricted or
closed. We sincerely appreciate the cooperation of Kirkwood Public Safety staff and
the many agencies engaging in this event. The exercise should wrap up by mid-
afternoon on Tuesday.

 

 

CDBG-DR Developer Informational Meeting

City and Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) staff will hold an



informational session for developers from 10–11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 11/16 at the
Downtown Cedar Rapids Public Library Beems Auditorium. The session will cover
program requirements, the application process, and answer any questions developers
have regarding the Multi-Family New Construction and/or Single-Family New
Construction (ROOTs) programs. Applications for projects within City of Cedar
Rapids municipal limits are due Friday, 12/2 at Noon. The application can be found
online here. Applications will be presented to City Council on 12/20 before
submission to the State.

 

 

Coffee With a Cop

Cedar Rapids Police Officers will be at Scooter’s SW-side coffee shop on Thursday,
11/17 from 9–11 a.m. for “Coffee With A Cop.” This is a casual time for anyone to
come interact with officers and discuss anything on their mind. These sessions are a
positive and productive outreach effort that help create relationships with our
community. Officers rotate locations for these events to ensure the entire city has a
chance to have a cup in their neighborhood each year.

 

 

November 2022 Our CR

The November 2022 issue of the Our CR magazine will arrive in mailboxes over the
next few days. This issue provides an overview of Cedar Rapids government and
connects residents with resources they need to stay informed and engaged. View a
digital copy here.

 

 

Marion Transit Service Update

The City of Marion is considering a change to the fixed-route service provided by
Cedar Rapids Transit, combined with a micro-transit component provided by
Horizons/NTS. The fixed-route change would eliminate the existing Route 20 loop
route in Marion. It would be replaced by an extension of Route 5, from its existing end
point at Twixt Town Rd, into uptown Marion. The Route 5 extension would provide a
direct link between downtown Cedar Rapids and uptown Marion. The micro-transit
component would be a demand-response service that would feed into the Route 5
service and/or provide internal passenger trips within Marion. Marion City Council
plans to discuss the proposed changes at their 11/15 work session. If approved, the
change would likely occur at the start of FY24.

 

https://www.cedar-rapids.org/local_government/departments_a_-_f/community_development/housing_programs/community_development_block_grant_disaster_recovery_funding_(cdbg-dr).php
https://issuu.com/cityofcedarrapids/docs/our_cr_november_2022_web
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Bus Stop Relocations at Lindale Mall and Walmart

The bus stops at Lindale Mall and the Blairs Ferry Rd NE Walmart have been
relocated from their respective privately-owned roadways to public street rights-of-
way:

The Lindale Mall bus stop was relocated at the Mall’s request. The new bus stop
is located along 1st Avenue NE near the new McDonald’s. This bus stop is
ADA-accessible and includes a passenger shelter.
The Walmart bus stop was relocated because of changes to Walmart’s grocery
pickup parking spots, which made it difficult for drivers to safely make a
necessary U-turn to access the bus stop. The new stop is located along Blairs
Ferry Rd NE. The bus stop is ADA-accessible and includes a passenger shelter.

 

We recognize the distance to the new bus stop locations may inconvenience some
passengers and be a physical limitations for others. Passengers unable to walk to/from
the new stops or use the fixed-route bus system can apply for ADA paratransit
eligibility. Eligible passengers can then schedule ADA paratransit trips through Linn
County LIFTS, our contracted service provider.

 

 

Transit Fleet Maintenance Facility Update

Cedar Rapids Transit (CRT) is building a new fleet-maintenance facility at the corner
of 8th Street NW and D Avenue. The new facility will offset impacts from the 6th
Street NW to Ellis Boulevard connector project. The street project will impact the
northeast corner of the CRT garage property, eliminating a large-parts/tire storage
building, two smaller storage sheds, an outdoor storage area, and several parking
spaces. With no room on the existing site to replace the storage space, a new transit
fleet maintenance facility is under construction. The existing fleet maintenance shop
area will convert into an indoor storage and work space.

 

The new maintenance facility will incorporate six single-stall bays, a small-parts
room, a tire-storage room, an employee office, restroom, and break room. It will be a
functional facility for transit vehicles intended to meet CRT’s fleet-maintenance
needs. The 8th Street NW & D Avenue site was selected due to its proximity to the
existing Transit Garage — with a goal of reducing additional project costs, ensuring
efficient access to the maintenance facility from the Transit Garage, and minimizing
additional on-street bus traffic between the two facilities to reduce impacts on adjacent
residential properties. The project is under budget and on schedule to be completed
prior to 6/30/23.

 



image004.jpg

   
image001.png

 


